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Special Olympics Spring Games 

On April 15th, Waves competed in the 2015 Special Olympics 

Games at Fairview High School. Bad weather pushed back the 

start of the games, but luckily the sun came out and the 

games went on.  

During the opening ceremony, Waves marched behind a  

beautiful banner titled “Field of Courage,” which was  

hand-painted by members of the Fairview Day Center. Jimmy 

Parnell and others spoke to the crowd, motivating them for 

the day ahead. Afterwards, the Special Olympics torch was lit 

and the games began.  

During the morning games, athletes competed in track and 

field events (assisted walk, 25 and 50 meter dash, etc.). After 

each event, participants were awarded their ribbons. The 

Waves athletes went back to the day centers proudly wearing 

their newly awarded ribbons.  

Congratulations to all of our 

athletes! 

 

 

 

 

A Note from Waves’ Executive Director 
 
Waves Families and Friends, 
 
Thank you to everyone who signed the Protect Disability Care 
Petition. Governor Haslam made the decision not to reduce 
funding for disability providers in the 2015–2016 budget, 
which is very good news.  
 
Meanwhile, we have had a very busy spring at Waves. Thank 
you to those who came out to the Marriott at Cool Springs on 
March 3rd for Waves’ 4th Annual Fundraising Breakfast. We 
had a great program with 130 guests in attendance.  

Also, thank you to all the families who participated in the  
Annual Resource Fair, which was held in March and hosted 
jointly at the Franklin Day Program and the Tennessee  
Rehabilitation Center next door. It was a well-done event with 
over 45 booths with information and resources for people 
with developmental disabilities in Williamson County. 
 
Finally, we are looking forward to the May 14th Dueling  
Pianos for Waves with Mike Reid and Phil Vassar fundraising 
event. Please visit www.wavesinc.com for more information 
or to purchase tickets. We hope to see you there!  
 

—Shannon Nehus 

To see more pictures from the 2015  
Special Olympics Spring Games, visit our 
Facebook page at: 

 
www.facebook.com/wavesserves  

http://wavesinc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wavesserves


www.wavesinc.com 

 

Dueling Pianos for Waves with  

Mike Reid and Phil Vassar 
  
Award-winning singer/songwriters Mike Reid and Phil Vassar are  
performing at the inaugural Dueling Pianos for Waves event on  
Thursday, May 14th at BA Properties in Franklin, TN. Patrons will have 
the opportunity to browse an incredible collection of classic and exotic 
cars, while enjoying delicious food and drink and listening to great music.  
 
Since this is the first year for this event, we need your help to spread the 
word! Share it on Facebook, re-tweet us on Twitter, and tell your friends. 
It is going to be a fun night!  

“An Artist’s Window” 
Annual Art Showcase 

The 9th Annual An Artist’s Window will be 

held June 26th from 6:00-8:00pm at  

Rolling Hills Community Church. This free 

event will be open to the public. The 

night will include a visual art exposition 

and silent auction, performing art  

exposition, and awards presentation. 

Light appetizers and refreshments will be 

provided. For more information  

regarding artist registration or questions 

about the event, visit: 

www.wavesinc.com/2015-art-show.  
 

Waves Office Recycling  
Celebrates Arbor Day 

The City of Franklin Parks Department 

hosted their annual Arbor/Earth Day 

Celebration at Pinkerton Park on April 

18th. Waves Office Recycling  

participated in the event to share about 

the opportunities to employ adults with  

disabilities, all while helping conserve the 

planet! To learn more about Waves Office 

Recycling, contact Tom Schmidt at 

tschmidt@wavesinc.com.  

 

Waves’ Artists to Have  
Artwork on Display at the 

Tennessee Disability  
MegaConference 

In April, several Waves’ artists submitted 
artwork in the 2015 Art Contest  
presented by the Arc of Tennessee. All art 
submissions will be on display during the 
13th Annual Tennessee Disability 
MegaConference at the Nashville Airport 
Marriott. The conference will take place 
May 21-22 and will include keynote 
speakers, exhibits of disability services 
and products, and more. This is the  
largest disability-centered conference in 
Nashville and we are excited that the 
Waves’ artists will be part of this event.  
 

 

Survey Reviews 

To all the families who responded to 

our annual Family Satisfaction Survey—

thank you! Forty-five percent of the 

surveys sent out were returned. When 

the results were tallied and averaged, 

all questions scored in the “Good” 

range.  

 

One of our highest ratings was on the 

question: “How satisfied are you with 

the respect shown toward your family 

member by Waves staff?” This reflects 

our agency values, so we are very 

proud of this rating.  

 

Our lowest rating was on the question: 

“How satisfied are you with Waves  

facilities?” The parking at our Franklin 

Day Program was the biggest issue.  

 

 

 

All of the results and comments will be 

considered when completing our  

Quality Improvement Plan.  

 

April was also the month of our annual 

Department of Intellectual and  

Developmental Disabilities Quality  

Assurance Review, commonly known 

as “The Survey.” Waves scored two 

points higher this year than last year.  

 

With the results of these two surveys, 

we have a clear picture of what we 

need to work on this year.  
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