Family

Connections
News for the families
and friends of Waves community services and supports

Ju l y 2 01 5

9th Annual An Artist’s Window
Exposition and Sale
On July 10th, Waves presented the 9th Annual An Artist’s
Window exposition and sale at Rolling Hills Community Church
in Franklin. This event brings together artists with
intellectual and developmental disabilities from across Middle
Tennessee to showcase their visual and performing art.

Stephanie Richardson
of Fairview with her
piece titled, ‘Antique.’

This year, 75 visual artists and five performing artists
participated in the event, with this being the first year for a
performing arts component.
“Every year, community members are blown away by the
abilities of these artists.” said Shannon Nehus, Executive
Director of Waves. “By highlighting what they are capable of
doing, we are educating the community about all that our
service recipients have to offer.”

Vera Johnson of
Franklin with her
piece titled, ‘Daisies.’

If you are interested in being part of the 2016 An Artist’s
Window planning committee, please contact Erin Blunt at
eblunt@wavesinc.com.
To see more pictures from the ’An Artist’s
Window,’ visit our Facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/wavesserves

A Note from Waves’ Executive Director
Waves Families and Friends,
In June, I met with Debra Payne, Commissioner of the Tennessee
Department of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, at her
office in Nashville. As Commissioner, she is responsible for the
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities statewide communitybased delivery system, which Waves is one of the State’s providers
of service. Her responsibilities include directing major system
changes. As services change this year and in 2016 to allow for more
people to receive services than in the past, It is good for Waves to
have a voice at the state level. I shared with Commissioner Payne
the successes and challenges that Waves faces in providing services.

Kelly Lawson of
Fairview performing a
song. Kelly placed 1st
in the performing arts
section.

One of those current challenges is recruiting Direct Support
Professional (DSP) Staff. This summer at Waves, we are focusing on
our current DSP staff and the work they do, as well as filling our
vacant positions in the Franklin Residential Program for our evening
and weekend shifts.
Please help us spread the word that we are seeking people who are
interested in working in the field of intellectual and developmental
disabilities and helping Waves to accomplish our mission of enabling
people with disabilities to progress toward their full potential.
More information can be found at www.wavesinc.com. Thank you
for your continued support!
—Shannon Nehus
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Inaugural Dueling Pianos Event a Success
A crowd of 200 was entertained by an impressive collection of classic cars,
delicious food, and fantastic music provided at the Inaugural Dueling Pianos
for Waves event in May. Artists Mike Reid and Phil Vassar went head-tohead playing songs by request.

Message from Sherrie Yokley
As you look through this newsletter,
notice all the activities at Waves—the Art
Show, Dueling Pianos, and the Summer
Shindig. Hard work and planning went
into each of these events. I encourage
you, as family members, to become
involved in our activities. You can
volunteer to help at an event, or be part
of the planning committee for an event.
If you are interested in getting involved in
one of our events, please contact Emily
Layton at elayton@wavesinc.com or
615-794-7955 x2128.
In addition, I am currently on a state-level
workgroup for Facility Based Day
Services. The meetings, so far, have
focused on policy and regulations, but
soon will move to preferred activities for
the day programs. I would like to form a
similar workgroup at Waves to work
specifically on Waves’ day program. I
would also bring ideas from this Wavesspecific workgroup to the broader statelevel workgroup. If you are interested in
volunteering to be part of this
workgroup, please contact me directly at
syokley@wavesinc.com or 615-794-7955
x2119.

Thank you to our sponsors who
made this event possible: Cherie
and Dan Hammond Charitable
Foundation; Buerger, Moseley &
Carson, PLC; Pinnacle Financial;
Artisan; Franklin Realtors; First
Farmers; Capital Bank; Aflac;
Family Brands; Representative
Glen Casada; Representative
Jeremy Durham; Representative
Charles Sargent; State Senator
Jack Johnson; ASCAP; Federated
Singer/Songwriter, Phil Vassar
Insurance; Shuff’s; Spring Hill
Florist & Gifts; First Regents; Grandaddy Mimms Moonshine; Mike Maness;
American Sign Designs; Westside Wine & Spirits; A Vintage Affair; Franklin
Flower and Gift Shop; and BA Properties.
If you are interested in serving on the planning committee for the 2016
Dueling Pianos event, please contact Emily Layton at
elayton@wavesinc.com.

Meet Our Franklin Day Program Staff
Our Franklin Day Program is led by Team Leader, Marci Patricelli, and Support
Coordinator, Misti Jones.

Thanks,
Sherrie Yokley
Adult Services Director

(l. to r.) Christy King (4 years at Waves), Ellen Lawless (3 months), Billy
Esmon (14 years), Sherry White (16 years), Marci Patricelli (4 years), Misti
Jones (2 years), and Carol Osburn (3 years).
Not pictured: Tasha Davis (12 years), Susie Deaver (1 month), and Charles Ax (1 year)

www.wavesinc.com
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Franklin Day Program Summer Shindig
On Friday, July 17th the Franklin Day Program hosted its annual
summer party for all of our adult service recipients. This year’s theme
was ‘Summer Shindig.’ Our service recipients and staff enjoyed dancing
to the music provided by DJ Dude.

Support Waves By Shopping
at Kroger
Looking for an easy way to support
Waves? Starting August 1st, register your
Kroger card at www.kroger.com/
communityrewards and select Waves,
Inc. as the beneficiary. Every time you
shop with your card, a portion of the
sales will go back to Waves—it’s that
simple! Please note, if you have
previously registered your Kroger card
through the Community Rewards
program, you will have to re-register your
card starting on August 1st.

TN Council on
Developmental Disabilities
Needs to Hear From You
The Tennessee Council on Developmental
Disabilities is working on their new
five-year state plan, which will go into
effect October 1, 2016. They are asking
Tennesseans with disabilities, family
members, and professionals to tell them
what is working and what is not working
in regards to quality of and access to
services in Tennessee. Visit https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/5ZTY6JB to
complete their brief survey.

To see more pictures from our July 17th Summer Shindig party, like us on Facebook!

www.wavesinc.com

