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Inaugural Dueling Pianos Event a Success
A crowd of 200 was entertained by an impressive collection of classic cars, delicious food, and fantastic
music provided at the Inaugural Dueling Pianos for
Waves event in May. Artists Mike Reid and Phil
Vassar went head-to-head playing songs by request.
Thank you to our sponsors who made this possible:
Cherie and Dan Hammond Charitable Foundation;
Buerger, Moseley & Carson, PLC; Pinnacle
Financial; Artisan; Franklin Realtors; First Farmers;
Capital Bank; Aflac; Family Brands; Representative
Glen Casada; Representative Jeremy Durham;
Representative Charles Sargent; State Senator Jack
Johnson; ASCAP; Federated Insurance; Shuff’s; Spring
Hill Florist & Gifts; First Regents; Grandaddy Mimms
Moonshine; Mike Maness; American Sign Designs;
Westside Wine & Spirits; A Vintage Affair; Franklin
Flower and Gift Shop; and BA Properties.

Headliners Mike Reid and Phil Vassar (l. to r.).

(l. to r.) Rep. Jeremy Durham, Diane Giddens, Lisa
Carson, and Byron Carson.

A collection of over 200 classic
cars was on display.
(l. to r.) Mindy Tate and Rep. Glen Casada.
Representatives from Federated Insurance.
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“In serving people with disabilities, it is my priority that people receive services that are person-centered; that support each person to live his or her own
life—to plan, to contribute, to participate, to choose, and to be respected and valued.”—Shannon Nehus, Executive Director, Waves, Inc.

An Artist’s Window
We have an exciting addition to the 9th annual An
Artist’s Window event: performing arts! Join us on
July 10th from 6:00-8:00PM at Rolling Hills Community Church for this exposition and sale. It is a
great way for our service recipients and other
adults with disabilities to showcase their abilities
through visual and performing arts. This event is
free. For more information, visit
www.wavesinc.com/2015-art-show.
Stephanie and her painting at the 2014 art show.

Getting to Know Vera
Vera participates in both the Waves residential and
adult day programs. We sat down to talk with Vera
about her experience here at Waves.
Q: Tell me about yourself. What are your favorite
things to do?
V: I like to dance. I also like to help around the
house, like cook.
Q: What has been your favorite part about coming
to Waves?

Shannon Nehus joined the Waves team as Executive Director in
October 2014. She brought a wealth of experience in the field
of intellectual and developmental disabilities, as well as a heart
for service.
Q: Tell me about yourself. What are your favorite things to
do?
S: I am a volunteer with the Girl Scouts, UT Extension
Service, 4-H Sewing Club, 4-H Cooking Club, Nashville Zoo,
and the Wilson County Parent Teacher Association. My
husband, Tim, and I have three children—Ethan, age 20, and
twin 11-year-old girls, Abbey and Harlie.
Q: What has been your favorite part about coming to Waves?
S: I have a passion for the developmental disabilities field,
people served, families, provider agency staff, and
advocates. Being a part of Waves, I am able to be part of a
community that shares that same passion.

V: Nobody gives me a problem. I
like it here a lot.
Q: Tell me about activities you
have done at Waves.
V: Painting, Special Olympics, the
art show. I also like going out in
the public with the rest of the
people.

Waves Welcomes Shannon

Vera at this year’s
Special Olympics Spring
Games.

Changing Lives by Making Waves
Our Changing Lives by Making Waves fundraising breakfast
was held on March 3rd. We had 155 people attend to learn
more about Waves and how they can support our
organization. Community Housing Partnership was honored
with the Mary Ann Sugg Community Enhancement Award
for providing affordable housing for people with disabilities.
In addition to the presentation of this award, a parent of a
Waves Early Learning Program service recipient shared her
family’s story with those in attendance.
(l. to r.) Waves’ Gina Wilson with Keynote Speaker
Mackenzie Lober and her husband, David Lober.
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Q: What is one thing that you wish people knew about Waves
and serving people with disabilities?
S: Waves is a strong organization that has had strong
leadership. We have an unwavering commitment to meet
the needs of people with disabilities in Williamson County.

Volunteers

Staff from Home Depot instruct
service recipients on how to build
a bird house.

(l. to r.) Diane Giddens, past Board
Chair, and Shannon Nehus.

Volunteers play a vital role in the success of Waves’
programs. From help in the administrative office, to
teaching classes, to maintaining our properties, we
are very thankful for their
tremendous support.

Service recipients
participate in monthly
music classes with Jesse
Strauss.

Volunteers from Rolling Hills Community Church.

Enabling Individuals with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to
Progress Toward Their Full Potential

