
 

F a m i l y  

Connections 
News for the Families  

and Friends of Waves Community Services & Supports 

June 2014 

 

      In April, Christy and Ruth moved 

from their previous residence on Chest-

nut Street to their current home on Tom 

Robinson Road. They moved in this 

home with Clarissa, who has lived there 

for many years. Vera also moved from 

Chestnut into the Cannon Street home. 

      The Tom Robinson house has been 

totally remodeled, which includes beau-

tifully tiled bathrooms, a huge walk in 

shower, new paint, and new hard wood 

flooring. Soon the project will be com-

plete when the kitchen cabinets are re-

done and the new appliances arrive.  

      The ladies are really enjoying their 

nice new home that is located on a quiet 

street with a large front yard. 

 

Community Service 

      The Tuesday Classes have been 

busy giving back to the community. In 

their arts and crafts classes, they have 

been busy decorating and making spe-

cial cards. In conjunction with Memorial 

Day, they created handmade cards for 

an Air Force Squadron currently de-

ployed in Kuwait. The package should 

arrive in early June. We hope that the 

squadron enjoys the cards! 

Have you planned? 

      Did you know, accepting a finan-

cial gift for a person with a disability 

could be the wrong thing to do?  A large 

inheritance could improve a person with 

a disability’s lifestyle or impact it nega-

tively in the future.  A person with a 

disability could lose their government 

benefit if a family fails to plan appropri-

ately. 

      Physical and financial planning for 

your family member with a disability is 

very important.  It is important to plan 

for that person in the event you are no 

longer around.  If you haven’t done so 

already, I suggest you contact a finan-

cial advisor who specializes in planning 

for individuals with special needs.  I 

know of two companies in the area who 

have special training on the needs of 

individuals with disabilities. Contact 

Beth at 615-794-7955 ex 2119 if you 

would like further information. 

 

New Faces at Brookwood 

We are thrilled to welcome two new 

people to our Brookwood Center! 
 

      Crystal B. will be 

attending our program two 

days a week. She is the 

daughter of Orson and 

Belinda. She lives in a 

family model home with 

Marty and Paula in 

Thompson Station. 

      Some of Crystal’s 

favorite things are Mickey 

Mouse, watching movies, bowling, dancing, 

and eating at restaurants (no fast food).  She 

is involved in activities at the Recreation 

Center.  She is very organized and likes to 

socialize. 

 

      Seth H. lives with his parents, James 

and Lynn, and has a brother David.  He 

plays the key board exceptionally well and 

likes music. He especially likes heavy metal 

music.  He loves computers, electronic 

games and his cell phone. His family is from 

New York but they now live in Franklin. 

Seth has a black lab named Athena. 

Welcome aboard Crystal and Seth. 

 

What is 

Conservatorship? 
 

All adults are considered to be compe-

tent and to have the ability, or capacity, 

and right to make decisions about their 

lives. When people with intellectual or 

developmental disabilities become 

adults, they have all the legal rights and 

responsibilities of adulthood. 

Conservatorship is a court approved le-

gal relationship between a conservator 

and an adult with a disability or other 

adult who needs help with decision 

making. It gives the conservator specific 

authority and duty to act on behalf of the 

individual in making decisions affecting 

the person’s life. Being payee on some-

one’s check does NOT automatically 

give a person authority to make deci-

sions for that adult. 

This authority must be granted through a 

legal process. Feel free to contact Beth 

Duning if you need further information 

on this subject. 

Our New Home!! 



 

 

New Quality 

Advisor 
 

      Chloe Johnston 

is Waves’ new 

Quality Advisor.  You may know Chloe 

from her previous position as part-time 

receptionist in the administrative office. 

      She and her husband Joey moved 

from their home state of Mississippi to 

Nashville just last spring along with their 

two pets, a dog named Rodney and a cat 

named Onigiri. 

      Chloe holds a bachelors of science in 

biology from Mississippi State Univer-

sity.  In her free time, she likes to cook, 

build websites, watch movies, and play 

computer games.   

She’s also co-owner of Whitebox Photo-

booths, a photo booth rental service she 

runs with her husband.  

 

 

 

 
New 

Recreation 

Coordinator 
 

       

Erin Blunt joined 

the Waves team as 

the Recreation Coordinator in April. She 

lives in Nashville with her dog, Milli. 

Erin recently moved back to Nashville 

from Columbus, OH where she received a 

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance from The 

Ohio State University. 

      In Ohio, she worked for three years 

with Arc Industries teaching, assisting, 

and planning dance classes once a week 

for adults with intellectual and develop-

mental disabilities. She is very excited to 

be a part of this team, and looks forward 

to seeing everyone’s great dance moves. 

 

                      Saying Goodbye 

            and Good Luck!! 
 

 

 

 

      It seems as if this newsletter is about people entering and leav-

ing the Waves family. 

      Two long time employees who are leaving include Jennifer 

Dugger and Marilyn Kruse. 

      Jennifer had been with Waves for 11 

years, this time. Years ago she had worked 

for Waves, left, and came back. Her most 

recent position with Waves was the Quality 

Assurance Coordinator. She was responsible 

for coordinating the agency efforts in con-

tinually enhancing quality and consistency of 

the adult program operations. She was also 

responsible for overseeing the application of 

the TIMAS software programs. 

      She left Waves to take a position with a company where she will 

utilize her computer skills. Jennifer has been a good friend to staff 

and to individuals  supported . She will be missed but we wish her 

the very best in her new endeavor.  

 

      Marilyn Kruse has been the HR Director 

for Waves for the past 16 years. During  this 

time she has worn many hats and has seen 

many changes in our service delivery sys-

tem.   

      Marilyn has hired and processed every 

employee who has moved through Waves 

during this time period. Her knowledge, or-

ganization skills, and efficiency have been an inspiration to all of us.  

      Marilyn is retiring and looking forward to relaxing and passing 

along the challenges of her job to someone new. We will definitely 

miss her but know that she will absolutely love this new phase in 

her life. 

  Our vision . . .  All consumers we serve  

enjoy an enhanced  quality of life,  
have a sense of personal value, and are successfully  

included in community activities. 


