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Ring Farm Corn Maze
We LOVE
the Ring Farm, in
Columbia, TN!
What better way
to enjoy fall than
with a corn maze,
cotton field, hay
ride to the pumpkin patch, and
cow milking lesson.
Waves groups from the Franklin Brookwood program,
Fairview program, and residential homes met in Columbia, at
the Ring Farm Corn Maze. This was our third year to visit this
location.
First on our tour we were taught about cows and the milking process, they even had a fake cow with utters, that we
were able to try milking.
Then we were off on the hayride, complete with a John
Deere tractor pulling us all the way. While on the hayride we
rode past all of the
soy bean fields.
There were some
creepy characters
awaiting us along our
ride, BOO!
The tractor drove
us right to a little
pumpkin patch,
where Waves clients
had the chance to
select that “perfect” pumpkin for the pumpkin decorating contest (which you will read about in another article in this newsletter).
The group enjoyed eating a picnic lunch under the large
covered pavilion. After lunch, many of the clients slid down
the 45 ft large plastic slides, and enjoyed the outdoor fun the
Ring Farm had to offer.
We had a great time at the Ring Farm, and will definitely
be back next fall! A BIG THANK YOU to Thelma Ring and
her family, for always being so helpful and making sure our
group is able to participate in everything! Check them out if
you are able to this Fall!

A Strike-Special
Olympics Bowling!
Waves, and many other schools and agencies in Williamson
County, participated in the Special Olympics bowling tournament,
held at the Franklin Bowling
Lanes on September 27. According to Orson Bell, Special
Olympics Area Program Director, this was the largest
bowling tournament for Williamson County. Special
Olympics separated the bowling tournament for the first
time this year, in an effort to
help with space, and we were still full!
Waves clients from both
our Franklin and Fairview day
programs participated, as well
as clients from our residential
and supported living homes.
Out of all the recreation activities we participate in, bowling
is at the top of list with Waves!
Athletes were separated by
their practice scores, so everyone had a chance to play with athletes at a similar ability level, many
of whom they had never met before. There were lots of spares,
strikes and pins flying as athletes bowled their way to the some of
the highest scoring games they’ve ever had!
Great job and congratulations goes to ALL the athletes, who did
their best and made us proud! A special THANKS goes to Orson
Bell, who does so much for Williamson County Special Olympics—
we are so lucky to have you! And, until next year, keep those pins
flying…

WE Need Your Help!!!
We are excited to be a finalist in
Toyota’s 100 Cars for Good! On
Tuesday, October 29th, vote for
Waves at www.carsforgood.com
to help us win a Toyota Sienna
Mobility! This vehicle would be a
great asset to our fleet. Be sure
to share with your family and
friends, ask them to vote for us

Bike Program at Waves

Have you seen us? Riding our bikes around Franklin and Fairview? Well, that was us! Some of the bikes have two wheels, and
some have three wheels (two in the back). Thanks to a Special Donor,
Waves has a bike program that hosts over 20 riders on a monthly basis!
Our clients love having the opportunity and freedom to ride bikes
independently. A freedom that comes along with being able to balance and steer their own bikes! Not to mention the exercise and calories that we burn during each ride! It’d call that a WIN/WIN!
If you would like more information about this, or how you can
help, please let us know! We are always looking for volunteers who
can help out with activities!

Special Spooky Movie Day!

“Hotel Transylvania”. . .
Halloween is quickly approaching, and it is one of our favorite
times of year! So much to do to celebrate the cooler weather and fall
season, and a movie day was just what we needed.
The staff at Westhaven are very generous in allowing our group to
use their incredible theater room for such an occasion. Groups of clients from Fairview and Franklin met up at the Westhaven neighborhood club house.
The movie? Hotel Transylvania, perfectly spooky, silly fun- just
what we needed. Well, that and a little chocolate and some popcorn,
makes for a great October outing.
We are planning another movie day, just around the corner, in
December. Can you guess what the theme of this movie day will be?

Pumpkin Decorating
Day!
Everyone got together at the Brookwood Center last week to decorate their
handpicked pumpkins from the Ring
Farm for the upcoming Halloween holiday. They painted and used stickers to
create their own fall pumpkin masterpiece. A contest was held for the
top 4 best pumpkin creations with prizes. It was tough to pick the
best but Jean A, V Dotson, V Johnson, Bianca N came out the top
winners!

Halloween Dance
The annual Halloween extravaganza is coming
up! The Fairview group is hosting the event and
is in full swing decorating their center with all
things spooky in preparation for the big day,
which will be Thursday, October 31 from 11:001:00. DJ Dude will be the returning to the dance
floor this year to “spin” some favorite tunes and
party along with all the ghosts and goblins. There
will be snacks, a costume contest, and more
games for all to enjoy! The price to attend the
event is $3.

Why the Ongoing
Fund Raising?
We often request your help in our fund
raising efforts or in contacting your legislators on our behalf. We have very good reasons for doing this. The majority of our
funding comes through the Department of
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
(DIDD). DIDD has kept the rates that they
pay for day and residential services at the
2005 rate although between 2005 and
2012 the inflation rate has risen 17.6% nationally. This has amounted to a 17.6% cut
to providers of services that support the
most vulnerable citizens of Tennessee.
During this time period three increases
in the Federal minimum wage rates were
enacted resulting in a 12% increase in personnel costs. Personnel costs amount to
between 65 and 80% of the cost of providing supports to people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. In 2005 the cost
of gasoline was approximately $1.50 a gallon, now it is well over $3.00 a gallon.
Through a recent survey of providers in
Tennessee it was learned that:
Health insurance premiums have
increased 46%
Unemployment premiums have
increased 34%
Vehicle maintenance costs have increased 31%
Copying and printing costs have increased 67%
Electric costs have increased 52%
Custodial costs have increased 29%
These are also reasons why we struggle with attracting and keeping our valuable staff because they are affected adversely by inflation and providers’ inability
to pay cost of living increases.
In the next few months as our Tennessee legislators will meet to plan the state
budget, we will be asking for your support
in requesting much needed increases. We
will also ask for ongoing support for our
fund raising efforts.

